BARBADOS,  HONOLULU,   FIJI   AND   NEW   ZEALAND
deceived as to the value of his travels. He was for ever meeting
new people, and he therefore gathered a superficial, photo-
graphic view of human nature. He stored information, and his
kindliness guided him to a sympathetic concern for all who
came before him, but the knowledge was transient and dis-
connected. He was like a camera, catching fresh faces and
views. This speed of living was to affect all his life and his
judgment of human nature; it was also to contribute to his
unhappiness, when the test of his character came, in the winter
of 1936.
The fairest field of his influence was among the children.
When he returned to England from Australia and New Zea-
land, he spoke to a company of Londoners at the Guildhall.
"I did not see one single child who did not reflect in its healthy,
happy little face that spirit of well-being which is the pride
of both these countries/' he said. He added, "You have here
in the city of London a very sound and powerful notion of
patriotism, but I can assure you, you would have your work
cut out to feel it and show it more than they do in New
Zealand/*
The Prince returned to England from each of his Empire
journeys with a fresh store of information. He became more
practical, and the newspapers that described him as his
father's greatest ambassador soon talked of him as England's
best commercial traveller. He became more and more inter-
ested in the possibilities of Empire Economic Unity, and
he used his inherited talent for accumulating information to
learn more of the trade of his own country. "I would wear a
different suit for every man I meet if it would help British
trade/' he said. Older people were almost shocked by his
business-like air and they sometimes hinted that he was risking
his dignity when he made so many practical efforts to encour-
age commerce. They might have turned for a precedent, to a
letter which was written by Charles II to the Shogun of Japan,
"England affords such great varieties and quantities of
woollen clothes and stuff fit for the clothing of all sorts
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